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ASDSD/ARSS 


A True and Perfett 


ACCOUNT 


OF 


The Examination, Confe(- 
ſlon, UG. of Fobn Perry and his 
Mother and Brother, for the 
ſuppos'd Murther of WW:1l:ams 
Harr:ſon, Gent. 


PON Thurſday the 16rh 

Day of Auguſt, 1660. 
IVilliam Harriſon, Ste- 

ward ro the Lady Viſcounteſs 
Campden, at Campden in Glouce- 
erſhire, being abour Seventy 
Years of Age, walked from 


« {Campden aforeſaid, ro Charing- 


worth, abour rwo Miles from 
{rhence, to receive his Lady's 
Rent ; and nor returning {o 
early as formerly, his Wife Mrs, 
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ACCOUNT 
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The Examination, Confeſ- 
ſion, &c. of Fon Perry and his 
Mother and Brother, for the 
ſuppos'd Murther of W:1l:am 
Harriſon, Gent. | 


PON Thurſday the 16th 

Day- of Auguſt, 1660. 
IVilliam Harriſon, Ste- 

ward ro the Lady Viſcounteſs 
Campden, at Campden in Glouce- 
erſhire, being abour Seventy 
Years of Age, walked from 
' Campden aforeſaid, to Charing- 
worth, abour rwo Miles from 
thence, to receive his Lady's 
Rent ; and not returning 
early as formerly, his Wife Mrs, 
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Harriſn, berween Eight and 


Nine of the Clock. that Even- 
ing, ſent her Servant FohnPerry, 
ro meer his Maſter on the Way 
From Charring worth : Bur nej- 
ther Mr. Harriſon, nor his Ser- 
vant Fohn Perry, returning thar 
Night, the next Morning early 
Edward Harriſon { William's 
Son) went rowards Charrihg- 
worth, to enquire after his Fa- 
ther ; when on the Way, meet- 
ing Perry coming thence, and 
being inform'd by him he was 
not there, rhey went together 
to Ebrington,a Village berween 
Charringworth and ' Campden, 
where rhey were told by one 
Daniel, that Mr. Harriſon calld 
at his Houſe the Evening be- 
fore, in his Return from Char- 
7:ngworth,bur ſtay'd nor : Then 
they. went to Paxford, about 
half a Mile thence, where hear- 
ing nothing of Mr. Harriſon, 
2 they 
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they return'd rowards Camp- 
den; and, on the way, hearing 
of a Har, a Band, and Comb, 
taken up in the Highway (be- 
rween Ebrington and Campden) 
by a poor Woman, then Leaſing 
in the Field, rhey ſought her 
our, with whom they found 
the Har, Band, and Comb, 
winch they knew ro be Mr. 
Harriſon's ; and being broughr 
by the Woman to the Place 
where ſhe found the ſame (in 
the Highway, berween Ebring- 
ton and Campden, near unto a 
great Furz-brake) they there 
ſearch'd for Mr. Harriſon, ſup+ 
poſing he had been Murther'd, 
the Har and Camb being hackr 


and cur, and the Band bloody ; 


but nothing mare could be 
there found, The News here- 
of coming to Campden, ſo a- 


larm'd the Town, thar Men, 


Women, and Children haſted 
A4q thence 


[4] 
thence in Mulrirudes to ſearch 
for Mr. Harriſon's ſuppoſed | 
Dead Body, bur all in vain, 
Mrs. Harriſon's Fears for her 
Husband being grear, were 
now much encreas'd ; and ha- 
ving ſent her Servant Perry (the 
Evening before) ro meer his 
Maſter, and he nor returning 
that Nighr, caus'd a Suſpicion 
thar he had Robb'd and Mur- 
ther'd him ; and thereupon the 
faid Perry was the next Day 
brought before a Juſtice - of 
Peace ; by whom being Exa- 
min'd concerning his Maſter's 
Abſence, and his own ftaying 
our the Night he went to meet 
him, gave this account of him- 
felf. . Thar his Miſtreſs ſend- 
ing him to meer his Maſter, 
verween eight and nine of rhe 
Clock in the Evening, he went 
down Campden-Field, rowards 
Charringworth, abour a Lands 
length 
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C33 
tengrh, where meeringone FF71- 
liam Reed of Campden, he ac- 
quainted him with his Errand, 
and furrher rold him, Thar ir 
growing dark, he was afraid to 
go forwards, and would there- 
fore rerurn and ferch his young 
Maſter's Horſe;and return with 
him : He did,ro Mr. Harriſon's 
Courr-Gare, where rhey part- 
ed,and he ſtaid ſtill: one Pierce 
coming by,he went again witn 
him abour a Bows-ſhor inro rhe 
Fields, and rerurn'd with him 
likewiſe ro his Maſter's Gare, 


Where they alſo parted ; and 
then,he the (aidFohn Perry faith, 


he went into his Maſter's Hen- 
Rooſt, where he lay abour an 
Hour,bur ſlept nor ; and when 
the Clock ſtruck Twelve, roſe 
and went rowards Charring- 
porth, till (a great Miſt arifing) 
he Joſt his way, and ſo lay rhe 
reſt of rheNighr under aHedpeg 
Az and 
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5nd art Day-break, on Friday 
Morning, went to Charring- 
worth,where he enquir'd for his 
Matter of oneEdward Plaiſter-- 
er, who rold him he had been 
with him theAfrernoon before, 
and receiv'd 23 Pounds of him, 
bur ſtaid nor long with him. 
He then went to William Cur- 
tis of the ſameTown,who like- 
wiſe rold him, he heard his 
Maſter was at his Houſe the 
Day before, bur being nor at 
home, did nor ſee him: Afrer 
which, he fſairh, he rerurn'd 
homewards, (ir being abour 5 
a-Clock in rhe Morning) when 
on the way he mer his Maſter's 
Son, with whom he went to E- 
brington and Paxford, &c. as 
| hath been relared. 

Reed, Pierce, Plaiſterer, and 
Curts being Examin'd,affirm'd 
whar Perry had ſaid concern- 
ing them tO be true, 


Ferry 


x43 

Perry being then ask'd by 
the Juſtice of the Peace, How 
he, who was afraid to go ro- 
Charringworth at 9 a-Clock, be- 
came ſo bold as ro go thither 
at 12? Anſwer'd, Thar ar 9 of 
the Clock ir was dark, bur ar 
12 the Moon ſhone. 

Being further ask'd, Why 
returning twice home,after his 
Miſtreſs had ſent him ro meer 
his Maſter, and ſtaying till 12 
a-Clock, he wenr nor into the 
Houſe, ro know whether his 
Maſter were come home, be- 
fore he went a third rime, ar 
thar time of Night, to look af- 
ter him : Anſwer'd, Thar he 
knew his Maſter was not come 
home, becauſe he ſaw. Light in 
his Chamber-window, which 
never us'd ro be there ſo late 


% 


when he was at home. i 


Yer notwithſtanding this that 
Perry had ſaid for his ftaying 
| forth. 
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 #ortch thar Nighr, it was nor 
thought fir ro diſcharge him till 
further Enquiry were made af- 
ter Mr. Harriſon ; and accord- 
ingly he continu'd in Cuſtody 
ar Campden, ſometimes -in an 
Inn there,and ſomerimes in the 
Common Priſon, from Saturday 
Auguſt the 18rh, ro the Friday 
following ; during which rime 
he wasSagainexamin'd atCamp- 
&en, by the aforeſaid Juſtice of 
Peace, but confeſs'd nothing 
more than before ; nor at thar 
fime could any furrher Diſco- 
very be made whar was be- 
come of Mr. Havr;/on : But ir 
hath been faid, That during his 
Reſtraint at Campden, he told 
fome (who preſt him to confeſs 
' What he knew 'concerning his 
Maſter) that a Tinker had kil- 
Jed him ; andrg&others, he {atd; 
4 Gentleman's Servant of rhe 
_ Neighbourliood- had o—_—_ 
By and 
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and Murther'd him 3 and 
thers again he rold, Thar he 
was Murther'd; and hid in a 
Bean-Rick in Campden, where 
ſearch was (in vain) made for 
him. Ar lengrh the gave our, 
that were he again carry'd be- 
fore the Juſtice, he would diſ- 
cover that to him, he would 
not diſcover ro No-body elſe * 


And thereupon he was (Friday 


Auguſt the 24th) again broughs 
before theJuſtice of Peace, who 
firſt exatnin'd him, and asking 
him whether he would yet 
confeſs what was: become of 
his Maſter ; he anfwer'd, He 
was Murrher'd,bur'nor by him, 
The Juſtice of Peace then tel- 
ling:him, Thar if he knew him 


to be Murther'd, he knew like- 


wiſe by whom he was; ſo he 
ackhowledg'd he did ; and bes 
ing urg'd to confeſs what he 
knew concerning ir, : —_ 
2 tha 
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that it was his Mother and his 
| Brother that had Murther'd his 
| Maſter. The Juſtice of Peace 
then advis'd him ro conſider 
whar he ſaid, relling him, thar 
he fear'd be mighr be Guilry of 
his Maſter's Death,and thar he 
ſhould nor draw more Innocent 
Blood upon his Head; for what 
he now charg'd hisMother and 
Brother with, might coſt them 
their Lives ; bur he affirming 
he ſpoke nothing bur the'T rurh, | 
and thar if he were immediare- 
ly ro die, he would juſtifie ir : 
The Juftice defir'd him ro de- 
clare how and when they did ir. 
 Herthen rold him, Thar his 
Mother - and his Brother had 
lain at him ever fince he came 
into his Mafters Service,ro help. 
them. ro Money, telling him 
how poor they were, and rhat 
it was in his Power. to relieve 
them, by giving chem Notice 
 - when 


Cir] 
when his Maſter went to re- 
ceive his Lady's Rents, for they 
wculd then Way-lay and Rob 
him ; and further ſaid, Thar 
upon the Thurſday Morning his 
Maſter went to Charringworth, 
going of an- Errand into rhe 
Town, he mer his Brother in 
the Streer, whom he then rold 
whither his Maſter was going, 
and if he Way-laid him, he 
might have his Money : And 


further ſaid, Thar in the Even= 


ing his Miſtreſs ſent him to 
meet his Maſter, he mer his 
Brother in the Streer, before his 
Maſters Gate, going (as he ſaid) 
ro meer his Maſter,and ſo they 
went together to the Church- 
yard, about a Stones throw 
from Mr. Harri/ſons Gate, where 
they parted, he going rhe foot- 
way, croſs the Church-yard, 
and his Brother. keeping the 
great Road, round the Church, 
> P 2 buy 
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that ir was his Mother and his 
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| Maſter. The Juſtice of Peace 
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whar he ſaid, relling him, thar 
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ſhould nor draw more Innocent 
Blood upon his Head; for what 
he now charg'd hisMother and 
Brother with, might coſt them 


their Lives ; bur he affirming | 


he ſpoke nothing bur rhe Truth, 
and thar if he were immediare- 
Iy ro die, he would juſtifie ir : 
The Juftice defr'd him ro de- 
clare how and when they did ir. 
He then rold him, Thar his 
Mother - and his Brother had 
lain at him ever fince he came 
into his Maſters Service,ro help. 
rhem ro Money, telling him 
how poor they were, and rhar 
it was in his Power to relieve 
them, by giving them Notice 
LD. when 


Cir] 
when his Maſter went to re- 
ceive his Lady's Rents, for they 
would then Way-lay and Rob 
him ; and further ſaid, Thar 
upon the Thurſday Morning his 
Maſter went to Charringworth, 
going of an- Errand into the 
Town, he mer his Brother in 
the Streer, whom he then rold 
whither his Maſter was going, 
and if he Way-laid him, he 


| might have his Money : And 


further ſaid, Thar in the Even- 
ing his Miſtreſs ſent him to 
meer his Maſter, he mer his 
Brother in the Streer, before his 
Maſters Gate, going (as he ſaid) 
ro meer his Maſter,and ſo they 
went together to the Church- 
yard, about a Srones throw 
from Mr. Harriſons Gate,where 
they parted, he going he foor- 
way, croſs the Church-yard, 
and his Brother. keeping the 
great Road, round the Church, 
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bur in rhe Highway, beyond 


the Church, mer again, and fo 


went together, the Way lead- þ 


ing to Charringworth, till they 
came to a Gate abour a Bow's 
ſhoor from Campden-Church, 
thar goes into a Ground of rhe 
Lady Campdens, called the Co- 


zygree (which, ro thoſe who 


bave a Key ro go through the 
Garden, is the next Way from 
that Flace to Mr. Harr#ſon's 
Houſe) when they came near 
unto thar Gare, he, the: ſaid 
Fohbn Perry, faith he rold his 
Brother, he did believe his Ma- 
fer was juft gone into the Co- 
aygree, (tor it was then ſo dark 
they could nor diſcern any Man 
ſo as ro know him) bur percei- 
Ving one togo into thar Ground, 
and knowing there was no way 
{bur for rhoſe who had a Key) 
thro' the Gardens, concluded ir 
was his Maſter ; and fo _ 

| is 
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his Brother, if he follow'd him 


| he might have his Money, and | 


he, in the mean time, would 
walk a turn in the Fields, which 
accordingly he did ; and then 
following his Brother abour the 
middle of rhe Conyoree, found 
his Maſter on the ry his 
Brother upon khim,and his Mo» 
ther ſtanding by ; and being 
askrt wherher his Maſter were 
then dead, anſwered No ; for 
thar afrer he came to them, his 
Maſter cry'd, 4h Rogues, will yore 


kill me : at which he rold his. 


Brorher, he hoped he would 
nor kill his Mafter ; who re- 
ply'd, Peace, Peace, you're a Fool, 
and ſo Strangled him ; which 
having done, he took a Bag of 
Money our of his Pocker, and 
threw ir into his Mother's Lap; 
and rhen he and his Brother 
carried his Maſter's dead Body 
into the Garden adjoyning ro 
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the Conygree, where they con= 


ſulred whar ro do with ir; and | 


at length agreed ro throw it in- 


ro the great Sink, by Waling- | 
e0n's Mill, behind rhe Garden ; | 
bur ſaid, his Morher and Bro- þ 
ther bad him go up ro the | 


Courr ( next the Houſe) ra 
hearken wherher any one were 
ſtirring, and they would throw 
the Body into rhe Sink : And 
being ask'd whether ir were 


there, he ſaid, he knew nor, for | 


thar he left it in the Garden ; 
bur his Morher and Brother 
faid rhey would throw ir there; 
and if ir were nor there, he 
knew nor where ir was, for that 
he rerurn'd no more to rhem, 
but went into the Court-gate 
which goes into the Town, 
where he mer with Fob Pzerce, 
with whom he went into the 
Field, and again rerurn'd with 
kim to his Maſters Gare ; after 
 - | which, 
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- which, he went into the Hen- 
| Rooſt, where he lay ill 12 of 


the Clock thar Nighr, bur ſlepr 


: | nor ; and having (when he 
| came from his Morher and Bro- 
| ther) brought with him his 
| Maſter's Har, Band,and Comb, 


which he laidin the Hen-rooſt, 
he carried the ſaid Har, Band, 
and Comb, and threw them 
(after he had given rhem 3 or 4 
cuts with his Knife) in the 


| Highway,where they were af- 
| ter found ; and being ask'd, 
| whar he intended by ſo doing 2? 
| faid, he did ir that ir might be 
| believed his Maſter had been 
| there Robb'd and Murther'd ; 

and having thus diſpos'd of his 
{ Har, Band, and Comb, he wens - 


towards Charringworth, &Cc. as 


| harh been related. 


Upon this Confeflion and 
Accuſarion, the Juſtice of Peace 
gave Order for the apprehend- 
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ing of Foean and Richard Perry, || 
the Mother and Brother of Fohn | 
Perry, and for ſearching the 
- Sink where Mr. Harriſon's Body 
was ſaid ro be thrown ; which 
was accordingly done, bur no- 
thing of him could be there 
found : the Fiſh-Pools likewiſe 
(in Campden) were drawn and 
ſearch'd, bur nothing could be 
there found neither : So thar 
ſome were of opinion, the Bo- 
dy might be hid in the Ruins 
of Campden-Houle, burnt inthe 
late Wars, and nor unfit for 
fuch a Concealment ; where 
was likewiſe Search made, bur 
all in vain, 

Saturday, Aug. the 25th, Foan 
and Richard Perry, together 
with Fohn Perry, were brought 
before the Juſtice of Peace, who 
acquainting the ſaid Foan and 
Richard with what Fohn lad 
laid ro their charge, they de- 

ny'd 
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ny'd all, with many Impreea- 
tions on themſelves if rhey were 
in the-leaft guilry of any thing 
of which they were accus'd : 
Bur Fohn on rhe other ſide af- 
firm'd (ro their Faces) that he 
had ſpoken nothing bur the 
Truth, and that they had mur- 
der'd his Maſter ; further tel- 
ling them, Thar he-could never 
be ar quier for them fince he 
came into his Maſter's Service, 
being continually follow'd by 
them, to help them to Money, 


| which they told him he mighr 


do, by giving them notice when 


his Maſter wenr to receive his. 


Lady's Renrs;: and, Thar he 
meeting his Brother Rechard in 
Campden Town, the Thur/day 
Morning his Maſter went to 
Charringworth, told him whi- 
ther he was going, and upon 
what Errand. Rzchard. con- 
fels'd he mer his Brother thar 


More 
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Morning, and ſpoke with han 
bur nothing paſs'd berween'em 
ro thar purpoſe ; and both he 
and his, Mother rold Fohn he 
was a Villain ro accuſe them 
wrongfully, as he had done: 
Bur Fohn on the other ſide af- 
firm'd, that he had ſpoken no- 
thing bur the Truth,and would 
juſtifie it ro his Death. 

One _ remarkable Circum- 
ſtance happen'd in theſe Priſo- 
ners rerurn from the Juſtice 
of the Peace's Houſe ro Camp- 
den, viz. Richard Perry (fol- 
lowing a good diſtance behind 
his Brother Fohn ) pulling a 
Clour our of his Pocker, dropt 
a Ball of Inkle, which one of 
his Guard taking up, he defi- 
red him ro reſtore; ſaying, it 
was only his Wife's Hair-lace ; 
bur the Parry opening of it, 
and finding a Siip-knor ar the 
end, went and ſhew'd it un- 
to John, who was then a 

b | good 
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pood diftance before, arid fo 


knew nothing of the dropping | 


and raking up of this Inkle; 
bur being ſhew'd ir, and ask'd 
whether he knew ir, ſhook his 
Head and ſaid, Yea; to his ſor- 
row ; for thar was the String 
his Brother ſtrangl'd his Maſter 
with. This was ſworn upon the 
Evidence ar their Tryal. 

The morrow being the Lords 
day, they remain'd at Campden, 
where the Miniſter of the place 
deſigning ro ſpeak to them (if 


poſitble ro perſwade them ro ' 


Repenrance, anda farther Con- 
feflion ) rhey were brought ro 
Church; and in their way rhi- 
ther, paſſing by Richard's Houſe 
rwo of his Children meering 
him, he rook rhe leſſer in his 
Arm, leading rhe other in his 
Hand, when on a ſudden both 
their Noſes fell a bleeding, 
which was look'd upon as omt 
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Here it will be no Impertii 
rent Digrefſion ro rell how rhe 
Year before Mr. Harri/on had 
his Houſe broke open berween 
Eleven and Twelve of rhe 
Clock at Noon, upon Campder 
Market-day, whilſt himſelf and 
his whole Family were ar the 
Lecture; a Ladder being ſet 
up to a Window of the ſecond 
ſtory, and an Iron Bar wrench: 
thence with a Plough-fbare, 
which was left inthe raom,and 
Sevenſcore Pounds: tn Money 
carried away, the Authors of 
which Robbery could never be 
found. | 
- Afﬀeer this, and nor many 
Weeks before Mr. Harriſon's 
Abſence, his Servant Perry, one 
Evening, in Campden-Garden, 
made an hideous Our-cry, 


wherear ſome who heard.it } 


coming in, met him running, 
aud ſcemingly frighted, wirh 2 
os Sheep- 
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Sheep-pick in his hand, to whonz 
he rold a formal Story, how he 
had been ſer upon by Two 
Men in White, with naked 
Swords, and how he defended 
himſelf with his Sheep-pick , 
the handle whereof was cur if 
two or three places ; and like- 
wiſe a Key in his Pocker, 
which he ſaid was done with 


one of their Swords. 
Theſe Paſſages the Juſtice 


of Peace having before heard, - 


and calling ro mind, upon 
Perry's Confeſſion, askt him 
firſt concerning the Robbery, 
when his Maſter loſt Seven- 
ſcore pounds our of his Houle, 
at Noon-day, whether he knew 


who did it? Who anſwer'd; 


yes, it was his Brother : And 
being further askt, Whether 


| he were then with him; He 


anſwered, No, he was then ar 
Church ; bur rhar be gave him 
[ ; . ngQ- 
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notice of the Money, and rold 
him in Which Room it was, 
and where he might have a 
Ladder that would reach rhe 
Window; and that his Brother 
afrer told him he had rhe Mo- 
ney, and had buried ir in his 
Garden, and that they were art 
Mzichaelmas next to have di- 
vided ir: Whereupon earch 
was made in the Garden, bur 
noMoney could be there found, 

And being further askr con- 
cerning thar other Paſſage, of 
his being affavlred in the Gar- 
den; he confeſs'd it was all a 
Fiction, and that having a de- 
fign ro rob his Maſter, he did it 
that Rogues (being believ'd ro 
haunr rhe Place when his Ma- 
ſter was robb'd) mighr be 
choughr ro have done it. 

Ar the nexr Afſizes, which 
were held in September follow- 
ing, Fohn, Foan, and Richard 
Perry 


LC 23] 
Perry had 2 Indictmenrs found 
againſt 'em; one for breaking 
into Wiliam Harriſon's Houſe, 
and robbing him of 140 /. in 
the Year 1659 ; the other for 
robbing and murthering the 
ſaid William Harriſon the 16th 
day of Auguſt,1660. Upon the 
laſt Indictmenr,. the then Judge 
of Afſizes, Sir C. T. would nor 
rry them, becauſe rhe Body was 
not found, bur they were then 


cry'd upon the orher Indictmenr . 
for Robbery, ro which. they --- 


pleaded Not Guilty; bur ſome 
whiſpering behind rhem, rhey 
ſoon after pleaded Guilry,hum- 
bly begging rhe benefir of his 
Majeſty's gracious Pardon and 
Ac of Oblivion, which was 
oranted them. 

Bur tho' they pleaded Guilry 
ro this Indictmenr, being there- 


$— 
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ro loſe Time, and trouble the 
Courr with rheir 'Tryal, in re- 
gard the Act of Oblivion par- 
don'd them ; yerthey all, afret- 
wards, and at their Deaths, de- 
ny'd that they were Guilty of 
thar Robbery, -or that they | 
knew who dil ir. 

Yer at this Afſize, as ſeveral 
credible Perſons have affirm'd, 
Fohn Perry ſtill perfiſted in his 
Story, Thar his Mother and 
Brother had murder'd his Ma- 
ter; and further added, Thar 
they had atrempred ro poyſon 
him in the Goal, ſo that he 
durſt neither eat nor drink 
with them. 

Art the next Aflizes, which 
were the Spring following, 
Fohn, Foan, and Richard Perry 
were by the then Judge of A(- 
ſize, Sir B. HY. try'd upon the 
Indictment of Murder, and 
pleaded thereunto ( ſeverally ) 

: Nor 
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Not Guilty ;'and when Fohn's 
Confeſſion before the Juſtice 
was prov'd Viva voce by ſeveral 


. Witneſſes who heard the ſame, 


he rold *em, He was then mad, 


and knew nor what he ſaid. 


The other rwo, Richard and 
Foan Perry, ſaid, They were 
wholly Innocent of whar they 
were accuſed ; and, Thar rhey 
knew nothing of Mr. Harriſon's 
Death, nor what was become 
of him ; and Richard ſaid, Thar 
his Brother had accuſed orhers 


as well as him, to have mur- 


der'd his Maſter ; which rhe 
[ucge bidding him prove, he 
aid, Thar moſt of thoſe rhar 
had given Evidence againſt 
him knew'1r; bur naming none, 
not any one ſpoke ro ir, and fo 
the Jury found rhem all three 

Gvilry. 
Some few days after, being 
brought ro the Place of their 
C 3 Exe- 
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Execution, which was on 


Broadway-Hill, within fight of E 


Campden, the Mother ( being 
repured a Witch, and ro have 
ſo bewirch'd her Sons, they 
could confeſs nothing while ſhe 
liv'd ) was firſt executed : Aft- 
rer which, Richard being apon 
the Ladder, profeſs'd, as he had 
done all along, Thar he was 
wholly Innocent of the FaCt 
for which he was then to die ; 
and, thar he knew nothing of 
Mr. Harr:i/on's Death, nor what 
was become of him ; and did 
with great earneſtnefs beg and 
beſeech his Brother (for rhe ſa- 
tisfaction of the whole World, 
and his own Conſcience) to de- 
clare whar he knew concern- 
ing him; bur he with a dogged 
and ſurly carriage told rhe Peo- 
ple, he was nor obliged ro con- 
feſs to them : Yer immediare- 
Iy before his Death ſaid, He 
knew 
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knew nothing of his Maſter's 


Death, nor what was become 
of him, bur they might here- 
after (poflibly) hear. 


ms. 


For Sir I. O. Knzvht. 


 Homnur'd Sir, 

N Obedience to Your Com- 
mands, I give you this true 
Account of my being carried a- 
way beyond the Seas, my contt- 
nuance there, and return home. 
On a Thurſday in the Afrernoon, 
in Harveſt-rtime,I went ro Char- 
7:ngworth to demand Rents due 
ro my Lady Campden, at which 
time the Tenants were buſie in 
the Fields, and lare e're they 
came home, which occaſion'd 
my ſtay there rill the cloſe of 
the Evening. I expected a con- 
fiderable Sum, bur recciv'd on- 
ly 23/1. and no more. In my re- 
C4 rurn 
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rncen home (in the narrow paſ- 
ſage among Ebrington Furzes ) 
there mer me one Horſeman, 
and ſaid, Art thau there 2 and I 
fearing he would have rid over 
me, {truck his Horſe over the 
Noſe ; whereupon he ſtruck ax 
me with: his Sword, ſeveral 
blows, and run ir into my 
Side ; while I (with my Jirtle 
Cane) made my defence as well 
 asIcould: Arlaſt another came 
behind me, and run me inro 
the Thigh, laid hold on the 
Collarof my Dubler, and drew 
. me to a Hedg,near thar place ; 
then came in another: They 
did nor take my Money, bur 
mounted me behind one of 
rhem,drew my Arms abour his 
middle, and faſtned my Writs 
rogerher with ſomerhing thar 
had a Spring-lock to ir,as I con- 
ceived, by hearing it give a 
inap as they pur it on; then 

—» they 
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they threw a great Cloak over 


me and carried me away: In 
the Night they alighted ar a 


| Hay-Rick which ſtood near 


unto a Stone-Pir, by a Wall- 


| fide, where they rook away 
| my Money, about rwo hours 

| before day (as I heard one of 
| them rell the orher he rhoughr 

| it robe then) they rumbled me 
| _ rhe Stone-Pir ; they ſtaid 
| (as I rhoughr) abour an hour 


ar the Hay-Rick, when they 
took Horſe again; one of them 
bad me come out of the Pir, I 
an{wer'd, They had my Mo- 
ny already ; and asked whar 
they would do with me, where- 
upon he ſtruck me again, drew 
me our, and pur a great quan- 
tity of Money i in my Pockets, 
and mounted me again after 
rhe ſame, manner; and on the 
Friday, abour Sun-ſerting, they 
brought me to a lone Houſe 


"Cx upon 
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npon a Heath, (by a. Thicker |} 
of Buſhes) where they took me 
down almoſt dead, being fore-| 


ly bruiſed with the carriage of 


the Money : When the Woman 
of the Houſe ſaw that I could 
neither ftand . nor ſpeak, ſhe 
asked them wherher or no 
they had broughr a dead Man. 
They anſwered No, bur- a 
Friend that was hurr, and they 
were carrying him to a Chi- 
rurgeon. She anſwered,If chey 
did not make haſte,their Friend 
would be dead before they 
could bring him to one. There 
they laid me on Cuſhions, and 
{uffered none to come into rhe 
Room bur a lircle Girl. "There 
we ſtaid all Night, they giving 
me ſome Broth and Strong- 


Waters: In che Morning, very 


early, they mounred me as be- 
fore, and on Saturday Night 


they brought me ro a place 


where 


Far] 


where were 2 or 3 Hounfes, 
in one of which I lay all Nighr 
on Cuſhions by their Bed-fide : 
On Sunday Morning they car- 
ried me from thence, and a- 
bour rhree or four of the Clock 
they brought me ro a place by 
the Sea-ſide, called Dea/,where 
they laid me down on the 
ground; and one of them ftay-- 
ing by me, the orher rwo walk- 
ed a little off, ro meer a Man, 
with whom they ralk'd, and 1n 
their Diſcourſe, I heard them 
mention ſeven Pounds; after 
which they went away roge- 
ther, and abort halt an hour 
after returned. TheMan(whote 
Name as I after heard, was 
WWrenſhaw) ſaid, he feared I 
would die before he could ger 
me on board. Then preſently 
they put me into a Boar, and 
carried me on Ship - board, 


where my Wounds were dret- 
led, 
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ſed. I remain'd inthe Ship (as 
near as I could reckon ) abour 
fix Weeks, in which time I was 
indifferently recover'd of my 
Wounds and Weakneſs. Then 
rhe Maſter of the Ship came 
and rold me, (and the reſt who 
were in the ſame Condition) 
thar he diſcovered three Tur- 
hiſh Ships : - We all offer'd to 
Fighr in the defence of the Ship 


| and our ſelves, but he com- 
; manded vs to keep cloſe, and 


ſaid he would deal with them 
well enough: A little while at- 
ter he call'd us up, and when 
we came on the Deck, we ſaw 
two Turkiſh Ships cloſe by us ; 
into one of them we were pur, 
and p:aced in a dark Hole, 


where,how long we continued 


before we were landed, [I 
know not: When we were 
Janded, they led us rwo days 
Journey, and Pur us into a 

grear 
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great Houſe, or Priſon, where 
we remained four days and 
a half; and then came to us 
elghr Men to view us, who 
ſeemed tro be Officers; they 
called us and examined us of 
our Trades and Callings, 
which' every one anſwered : 
One ſaid he was a Chirurgeon ; 

another, thar he was a Broad- 
Cloth-Weaver, and I (after 
rwo or three demands ) faid I 
had ſome skill in Phyſfick : We 
three were ſer by, and taken 
by three of thoſe eight Men 
thar came to view us: It was 
my chance ro. be choſen by a 
grave Phyſician of Eighty- 
ſeven Years of Ape, who lived 
near to Smyrna, who had for- 


merly been in England, and | 


knew Crowland in - Lincoln- 


| ſhire,which he prefer'd before 


all other places in England: 


He employed me to keep his, 


D Stilt- 
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Still-Houſe, and gave me a 
Silver Bowl double gilr, ro 
drinkin ; my buſineſs was moſt 
in that place ; bur once he ſer 
me ro gather Cotron-Wool, 


- which I nor doing to his mind, 


he ſtruck me down to. the 
ground, and after drew his 
Steletro to ſtab me ; bur I hol- 
ding up my Hands to him, he 
gave a ſtamp, and rurned from 
me, for which I render thanks 
ro my Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, who ſtaid his hand and 
preſerved me. I was there a- 
bour a year and three quarters, 
and then my Maſter fell fick 
on a Thurſday, and ſent for me, 
and calling me as he uſed, 
by the Name of Boll, rold me 


he ſhould die, and bid me fhifr 


for my ſelf : He died on Satur- 
day following, and I preſently 


haſten'd with my Bowl to a 


Port almoſt a days yon? 
| | end 
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diſtant ;. the way to which 


ptace I knew, having been 
rwice there imploy'd by my 
Maſter abour the carriage of 
his Corron-Wool : When I 
came thither, I addrefſed my 
ſelf ro rewo Men who came our 
of a Ship of Hamborough, which 
(as they ſaid) was bound for 
Portugal, within three or four 
days. I enquired of them for 
an Engliſh Ship; they anſwer'd, 
there was none. I entreated 
them rorake me into theirShipz 
they anſwered, they durſt nor, - 

for fear of being diſcover'd by _ 
the Searchers, which might oc- 
cafion the forfeirure, nor only 
of their Goods, bur alſo of 
their Lives : I was very im- 
portunare With them, bur 
could nor prevail ;'they left me 
ro wait on Providence, which 
ar length brought another our 
of the fame Ship, ro whom T 
| D2 made 
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made known my condition, 


craying his Aſſiſtance for my 
Tranſportation; he made me 
the like anſwer as the former, 
and was as ſtiff in his denial, 
rill the fight of my Bowl pur 
him to a pauſe : He rerturn'd 
ro the Ship, and after half an 
hours ſpace he came back a- 
gain accompained with ano- 
rher Seaman , and for my 
Bowl undertook to tranſport 
me: burtold me I muſt be con- 
rented to lie down im the Keel, 
and endure much hardihip, 
which I was content to do, to 
gain my Liberry ; ſo they rook 
me on board, and plac'd me 
below in the Veſſel in a very 
uneaſfie place, and obſcur'd me 
with Boards and other things, 
where I lay undiſcover'd, not- 
withſtanding the ſtrict Searctf 
that was made in the Veſſel : 


My two Chapmen, who had 


my 
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{my Bow], honeſtly furniſhed 


me With Victuals daily, unril 
we arriv'd at Lybon in Portugal, 
where ( as ſoon as the Maſter 
hadleft the Ship, and was gone 
into the Ciry ) they ſer me on 
ſhore Monylefs ro ſhifr for my 
ſelf. I knew not what courſe ro 
take, bug as Providence led me, 
] went up into the Ciry, and 
came into a fair Street; and 
being weary, I rurned my back 
toa Wall, and leaned upon my 
Staff : over againſt me were 
four Gentlemen diſcourfing ro- 
ecther; after 4 while one of 
them camero me, and ſpake ro 
me in a Language that I un- 
derftod nor: I rold him I was 
an Engliſh Man, and under- 
ſtood nor what he ſpake; he 
anſwered me in plain Engliſh, 
thar he underſtood me, and 
was himſelf born near H/#bich 
in Lincoln-ſhire ; thenl related 

= ro 
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to him my ſad condition, an 
he raking Compaſſion on me 
rook me wirh him, provided 
for me Lodging and Dier, and 
by his Intereſt with a Maſter of 
the Ship, bound for England 


h 
s 


procur'd my Paſſage; and bring 

ing ie on Ship-board, he: be 

ftow'd Wine and Strong-water: 

on me, and art his Rerurn gave 
me 8 Srivers, and commended$% 
me to the Care of the Maſtetf'® 

of the Ship, who Landed me 
ſafe at Dover, from whence I| 
made ſhifr ro ger ro Londesf | 

where being furniſh'd with Ne- 
ceſſaries, I came into rhe Coun-P"' 
try. . | aft 
Thus, Honoured Sir, I have], 
given you a trueAccount of my[ 
great Sufferings,and happy De-þ: 
liverance by the Mercy and[-at 
Goodneſs of God,my moſt Gra-J#2 
cious Father in Jeſus Chriſt,my/-: 
Saviour and Redeemer ; ro: 
whole of 


N 
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hoſe Name be aſcribed all 


, anc 


To onour, Praiſe, and Glory. LI 
 ang$onclude and reſt, | 
er 0l 

end Your Warſhip's 
ing zn all Dutiful ReſpeQ, 

' be 


ery William Harriſon. 
F1Ve 
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on (i L has not been any Forgetfulneſs 

in me, yau have no ſoonzr heard 

\n. (19772 me, but my unhappy Diſtem- 

r ſerzing on: my right Hand ſoon 
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| 
after my coming down into the 


Ve Country, ſo that till now I have been . 


NY wholly depriv'd the Uſe of it. I 
C-Pbave berewith ſent you a ſhort Nar- 
11Irative of that no leſs ſtrange than 
a-Junbaypy Buſineſs, which ſome Tears 
pence hapned in my Neighbourhood 3 
ofthe Truth of every Particular where- 
ello 1 am able toamteft, and 1 think 
it 
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xt may very well be reckow 4 amongye 1 
the moſt remarkable Occurrences off e 
this Age 5 Tou may diſpoſe of it atſy,.;; 
you pleaſe, and in whatever elſe ger 
can ſerve you, you may freely com iſo 
mnand me, as, :501 


- 
4 


Sir,. ons 

Your moſt AﬀeStionate Kinſman © 
Burton, and Humble Servant, Þ[gi\ 
Aug. 23. | Iplc 
1676. Tho. Querbury.|Se 
A j* 


ORB 


Any queſtion the Truth of & 

this Account Mr. Harriſon 

gives of himſelf, and his Tran- 
ſportation, helieying he was ne- 


i* no queſtion of Perry's telling a 
formal falſe Story to hang him- 
ſelf, his Mother and his Brother: 
And ſince this, of which we are 
afſur'd, is no leſs incredible than 
that of which we doubt,it may in- 
duce us to ſuſpend ha RETDEAT 
0 


| C41] | 
709 Mr. Harriſon, till Time, the 

© oÞreat Diſcoverer of Truth, ſhall 

7 4hcing to Light this dark and my- 

ife Merious Bulineſs. T hat Mr. Har- 

0M4;/0n was abſent from his Habita- 
tion, Employment, and Relati- 
5ns, near two Years, is certain 5 
and if not carried away (as he af- 
firms) no probableReaſon can be 
> [given for his Abſence, he living 
Iplentifully and happily in the 
rY.{Service of that Honourable Fa- 
* Imily, to which he had been then 
I, related above 5oYears, with the 
[| Reputation of a juſt and faithful 
Servant; and having all his Days 
been a Man of ſober Life and 
Converſation, cannot now rea- 
ſonably be thought in his Old- 
age, ſo far to have misbehaved 
himſelf, as in ſuch a manner vo. 
luntarily to have forſaken his 
Wife, his Children, and his Ste- 
wardſhip, and to leave behind 
him (as he then did) a conſidera- 
ble Sum of his Lady's Money id 
ts | þis Houſe, We cannot therefore 
ff 18 Realon of Charity,but believe 
that 
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[42] - 
that Mr. Harriſon was forcih| 
cartied away; but by whom, of, ; 
by whoſe procurement,is the&zg.. 
tion. Thoſe whom he atfirms dit 
it, he withal affirms never beforgſyg 
to have ſeen; and that he ſaw, 
not his Servant Perry, nor hi.e; 
Mother, nor his Brother, the Ef, 
vening he was carried away. Thane 
he was Spirited (as ſome are ſaidjze 
to haye been) is no ways probaJ},f 
ble,in reſpett he was an Old andJ1 
Infirm Man, and taken from tha 
moft Inland part of the Nation; 
And if Sold, as himſelf appref my; 
hends he was, for 7 Pounds, thatff jg 
would not recompence theTrouf ge 
ble and Charge of his Convey4te 
ance to the Sea-ſide. 

Some therefore have had hard m 

T houghts of his Eldeft Son, not h 
knowing whom elſe to ſufpett ;I T 
and believe the hopes of the Stef th 
wardſhip, which he afterwards} ar 
(by the Lord Campden's Favour) ty 
enjoy'd, might induce him tof al 
contrive his Father's Removal; d 

| and this they are the more con-ſ| Ji 


Þ 


firm'd 


| C43 ] 
Cibl.m'd in from his Misbehaviour 


N, 0 n it : But on the other ſide, *tis 
_ ard to think the Son ſhould be 


Sdi@:nowing of his Father's Tran- - 


CIOrFhportation 3 and conſequently, 
- lawſif theſe unhappy Perſons Inno- 

Fcency, as to the Murther of him, 
© FJind yet proſecute them to the 
L haDeath,as he did 3 and when con- 
ſaic demn'd, ſhould be the Occaſion 
ObaJof their being convey'd above 20 
andIMiles, to ſuffer near Campden, 
theſand to procure Fobn Perry to be 
On Frthere hang'd in Chains, where he 
Pref might daily ſee him, and himſelf 
hatf to Rand at the foot of the Lads 
Older, when they were all Execu- 
©) JI ted, as likewiſe he did. 

Theſe Conſiderations, as they 
rd make it improbable the Son 
109 ſhould be privy to. his Father's 
ti] Tranſportation; ſo they render 
[c-f the whole Matter the more dark 
ds and myſterious, which we muft 
r)] therefore leave unto. Him who 
of alone knoweth all things, in His 
1;F due time, to reveal and bring to 
N- light. 
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